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Nefud, on the south by the great unexplored Dakhna,
or sandy desert, eastwards by desert tracts separating it
from the Turkish province of El-Hasa, westwards by
the Turkish province of El-PIejas. The arable districts
in JSTejd, the Hejas, Yemen, and elsewhere are so ex-
tensive as to raise the more or less productive lands to
about two-thirds of the whole area, leaving not more
than one-third of absolutely desert and uninhabitable
wastes, lying chiefly in the south. These wastes are
variously termed Dakhna (Dahna), Ahkaf, Nefud, or
Hamad, according to the greater or less depth or shifting
nature of the sands, or the more or less compact char-
acter of the soil. The sands, which rest on basalt,
limestone, but mainly granitic, beds, have, according to
Palgrave, a mean depth of 400 feet, attaining in some
places as much as 600 feet. They prevail in the vast
unexplored region comprising most of the south, between
ISTejd and tlie Hadramaut coast range north and south,
and between Yemen and Oman west and east. Here
almost absolute sterility is the dominant feature, whereas
in the northern N*efud, between El-Hamad and the
Jebel-Shammar, not only the hollows but all parts of
the plain are well clothed with shrubs. " After a rainy
winter I have little doubt that the whole of this Eefud
is covered with grass and flowers. Indeed the IsTefud
explains to me the existence of horses and sheep in
HejcT(W. S. Blunt).

The most clearly developed and best known mountain
system is the extensive range skirting the Bed Sea at a
distance of one to three days' journey from, the coast.
In the Asir district, south of Mecca, this range attains an
altitude of about 8500 feet, and between this point and
the Strait of Bab-el-Mandeb it broadens out in the Yemen
highlands, where every condition combines to render the
south-west corner of the peninsula deserving of the name